[Genetics en epileptology].
Recently, major advances have been obtained concerning the molecular genetic basis of Mendelian inherited epilepsies. Several responsible genes have been identified, leading to a better understanding of the pathophysiology of epilepsy, as well as new approaches in its diagnosis and treatment. However, several questions remain. Indeed, Mendelian epilepsies are rare and few patients are concerned. Despite several lines of evidence demonstrating the involvement of genetic factors in the common forms of epilepsy, no progress has been made in this field. Statistical and molecular strategies adapted to identify susceptibility genes for common epilepsies are now available. But these approaches require large samples of patients and relatives, and a collaborative network will be required for characterisation.